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258 LITERATURE. 

A Philosophical Essay on Probabilities., by PiERRE Simon, Marquis 
db Laplace. Translated from the 6th French edition by F. W. 
Truscott, Professor of Germanic Languages, and F. L. Emory, 
Professor of Mechanics and Applied Mathematics in the W. Vir- 
ginia University. New York, J. Wiley & Sons, 1902. pp. iv, 
196. Price $2.00. 

The first thing that strikes one about this book is that it has no in- 
dex. The second is, that it has no notes, not even to the historical 
ch. xviii. And the third is that the translators have set themselves a 
task that is too high for them. They are evidently unfamiliar with 
the terms ordinarily employed in Probability ; witness their use of 
'hope' for 'expectation:' while at times the mere French text has 
proved too much for them ; witness the confusion of 'sol' with 'soleil,' 
P- 143- 

Recherches cliniques et thirapeutiques sur Vipilepsie, VhysUrie et 

I'idiotie, par Bournbville. Vol. xxii. Paris, F. Alcan, 1902. 

pp. clx, 236. 

Part i. gives the yearly report (1901) of the Bicetre and the Fonda- 

tion Vallee, including an interesting memoir on schools for abnormal 

children in all parts of the world. Part ii. — Instructions mddico-p6d- 

agogiques — shows the mode of recording and diagnosing cases received 

at the Bicetre. Part iii., written by Dr. Bourneville in collaboration 

with MM. Boyer, Crouzon, Philippe, and others, contains clinical and 

therapeutical reports and suggestions, together with various notes 

upon pathological anatomy. 

Experiments on Animals, by S. Paget. With an Introduction by 
Lord Lister. The Science Series, No. 11, pp. xvi, 387. 
This is the second edition of a work issued in England in 1900 by 
the Secretary of the Association for the Advancement of Medicine by 
Research. It is an altogether admirable summary of the topic with 
which it deals. "Its earlier pages," we read in the Introduction, 
"deal with physiology, the main basis of all sound medicine and sur- 
gery. The examples given in this department are not numerous; 
they are, however, sufficiently striking, as indications that, from the 
discovery of the circulation of the blood onwards, our knowledge of 
healthy animal function has been mainly derived from experiments 
on animals. The chief bulk of the work is devoted to the class of in- 
vestigations which are most frequent at the present day" (bacteriol- 
ogy, action of drugs). The concluding part of the volume discusses 
the Vivisection Act of 1876. 

Response in the Living and Non-Living, by J. C. BOSS. London, 
New York and Bombay, Longmans, Green and Co., 1902. pp. 
xix, 199. 
In this work the author has brought together and amplified the 
results of a series of papers, published between 1900 and 1902, the aim 
of which is to prove that "living response in all its diverse manifesta- 
tions is found to be only a repetition of responses seen in the inorganic." 
He finds in animal, plant and metal the same phenomena of negative 
variation, the same relation between stimulus and response, the same 
effect of superposition of stimuli, the same fatigue effects, the same 
effects of stimulants, depressants and poisons ! The papers referred 
to have been published in reputable magazines, and a part of the au- 
thor's experimental work was done in the laboratory of the Royal 
Institution. The tone of the book is confident, even dogmatic ; the 
illustrations are numerous and convincing. 



